Lesson 6: God Created Man
As we go through this Foundation Series, I want you to see that God has a plan.
The Bible reveals that God established His plan long before mankind was even created.
God didn’t just create the universe, earth and human beings and then slowly figure out
along the way what His purpose was for all of it. Before anything physical was created,
He had a specific plan for everything He would create.
As we said in our very first lesson, Genesis is a book of foundations, and it is necessary
for us to read it to understand what God is doing.
Thus far, we’ve learned that mankind was created to be very different from the rest of
God’s creation. When God created man, He made a clear distinction between humans
and animals. The primary distinction is that He created human beings after His image
and likeness.
The great diversity of the animal kingdom demonstrates God’s creativity, but one thing
all animals have in common is that they were not created in God’s image and
likeness. The main distinction that separates humans from the animal kingdom is the
mental and spiritual capabilities of the human mind.
Man as we will see in today’s lesson, was created to be the pinnacle of God’s physical
creation.
But, before we go any further, let’s review Lesson 5: God created the heavens and the
earth, pt. 2

Lesson 5 Questions for Review:
1. Why was God able to command the ocean to go back and stay where He wanted it?
Because He is all-powerful and He created
the ocean.
2. Why did God create everything beautiful, and why did He create water and all
different kinds of fruit and vegetables to eat? He made them because He is loving and
kind. He prepared everything
on earth for us.
3. What did God say about all of the things which He created? God said that they were
good.
4. Why was God able to create all things perfect? Because He is perfect.
5. How was God able to create such a vast universe, with so many stars, so far apart? God
is all-powerful and He is everywhere, all
the time.
6. Why did God create the sun to rise and set each day and the moon and the stars to
follow the same path every year? God did it because He is a God of order. He placed the
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sun, moon, and stars in the sky to show us the days, the months, the seasons, and the
years and to give order to our lives.
7. Upon what principles do scientists and engineers depend for everything they study and
design? God’s laws, set forth in the creation of the world.
A. Introduction
We have come to the climax of the creation story.
---God spoke into being the heavens and the earth.
 He created light.
 He created the waters above the earth, the expanse in between, the dry land, and the
oceans.
 He created the plants, the trees, and the flowers.
 He created the sun, the moon, and the stars.
 He filled the sea with creatures and the air with birds.
 He created all the animals.
God had not done all this for Himself; God doesn’t need anything!
----So why, then, has God created all these things?

B. The earth finally prepared for man
Theme: God is supreme and sovereign.
God had done all of this marvelous work of creation because He is sovereign and chose to do it
for His glory.

Theme: God is loving.
And He did it because He is loving and kind and caring. God had lovingly, carefully, perfectly
created everything in preparation for His final creation: man.
Read Isaiah 45:18 (GW)
18

The LORD created the heavens. God formed the earth and made it. He set it up. He did
not create it to be empty but formed it to be inhabited. This is what the LORD says: I am
the LORD, and there is no other.
---All that man would ever need was waiting and ready.

Think of how it is when a family is expecting their first child. They usually find much pleasure in
fixing up a room for that new little baby. The mother wants to have everything ready ahead of
time so she can bring the baby home to a place where all his needs can be met in a special, loving
place prepared just for him. The parents paint the room a special color, put up some special
wallpaper designs or cartoons.
In the same way, God had prepared a place for man.
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C. God’s plan to create man in the image of God
READ Genesis 1:26 (GW)
26

Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, in our likeness. Let them rule the
fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the domestic animals all over the earth, and all the
animals that crawl on the earth.”
Now who do you think God was talking to when He said, “...Let us make man in our image...”?
- It was God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit who were talking together.
- They were discussing their plan to make man in the image of God.

Theme: God is supreme and sovereign.
Consider this:
When you are going to make something which is very important, for example a new home, you
first think about it and plan how you want it to be. You have some architectural drawings made
up. The home I live in was built in 1956, and we have the original architectural drawings that
were made before this house was built--That’s what God did. God planned how He would make
the first man.
God is sovereign; He alone decided how all things would be made.
---God decided how man would be made, just like He previously decided how the spirits, the sun,
moon, stars, the earth, and all things on the earth were to be made.
 God alone decided; He didn’t ask anyone’s advice.
 God is greater than all and more important than all.
 Man was the most important thing God created on the earth, so
God decided to make him in the “image of God.”

God made man in His image so that:
Man would be able to know God and communicate with Him.
 Others would see God’s likeness reflected in man and praise and glorify God.

D. What does it mean that man was made in the image of God?
What does it mean when God tells us here in His Word that the first man was made in God’s
image?
 We know it is not talking about our bodies.
 God is Spirit.
 God doesn’t have a body of flesh and bones like we do.
 Rather, God was referring to the part which cannot be seen.
The Bible calls this part of us which cannot be seen our soul and our spirit.
Man’s body was created to be the “house” of this unseen part, the soul and the spirit.
God planned that the unseen part of man would have a mind, emotions, and a will, created in the
image of God.

Theme: God communicates with man.


Man’s mind—his intellect:
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Because God has a mind, He planned to make people with a mind which had the ability to know
God, think like God, and reason like God.
IBM has developed Watson--an artificially intelligent computer system capable of
answering questions posed in natural language,[2] Watson made his debut on the quiz
show Jeopardy![5] In 2011, Watson competed on Jeopardy! against former winners Brad
Rutter and Ken Jennings.[3][6]Watson received the first place prize of $1 million.[7]

IBM has spent millions on Watson and this computer system has many applications in today’s
world, but one thing Watson can’t do—Watson can’t communicate with God or know God or
reason like God.
 God wanted to talk to man, and He wanted man to talk to Him.
 He wanted to be able to communicate with man, not only by spoken word, but also by
written word, as He does through His Word, the Bible. Today God speaks to man not
only through the Bible, but through prophecy, words of knowledge, the gift of tongues, as
well as dreams and visions.
 God wanted to enable and equip man to do His work here on earth.

Compare:
Think about children. Do they know all the things that you do? No, they don’t. But because they
have a mind like you, you are able to teach them

Psalm 119:73 (ESV)
Your hands have made and fashioned me; give me understanding that I may learn your
commandments.
Jeremiah 33:3 (ESV)
3
Call to me and I will answer you, and will tell you great and hidden things that you
have not known.
Even the wisest man in this world is like a little child compared to God. But because God
chose to make man with a mind, he would be able to listen to God’s Word, understand
it, and then do what God said. That is what God planned for man. God decided to give
man a mind so He could talk with man, enjoy man’s company, and teach man to do
God’s work.
 Man’s emotions—his feelings:
Consider:
People often think that emotions have a bad connotation. They may just think of being
“emotional.” But emotions are very necessary and helpful. The Bible shows us that God
has emotions: He is compassionate and tender and is angry at injustice.
We can readily see in God that emotions are good. God loves, hates, feels sadness, and also feels
joy and happiness. Because God has feelings (emotions), He decided that He would also create
man with feelings.

Firm Foundation Series – Lesson 6: God Created Man

Page 4

Compare:
You who have children all love your children, don’t you? But do you also want your children to
love you? Of course, you do! Every parent wants his children to love him.
God is like that, too. God planned to love man, but God also wanted man to be able to love Him.
This is the reason God planned to create man with emotions.
 Man’s will—his ability to choose:
Besides having a mind and feelings, God also has a will; He is able to decide that He will do
something or that He will not do it.
Therefore, God decided to make man so that he would be able to make decisions for himself.

Compare:
When you get up in the morning, you decide what you are going to wear. You decide what you
will have to drink and eat for breakfast; you decide where you are going to drive your car.
When you get dressed, do your clothes have any say in what you wear? Does your food have any
opportunity to say when it will be eaten? Does your car have any choice where you will
drive it? No. You are the one who makes the choices about all of these and countless other things.
God could have made the first man so he would have had no choice (just like your clothes and
your food and your car). God could have made man so he would have to do everything that
God made him to do, without any choice.
That is how God made the sun, the moon, and the stars. God made them so they have to do the
same thing every day, every month, and every year. But God didn’t plan to make man like
that. God has a will. God decides what He will do, and God wanted man to be able to make
choices just as God makes choices.
God planned to make man so he could choose to love and obey God.

Compare:
If children know and are convinced that their parents are wise and kind, then it is much easier for
them to obey their parents.
God’s plan was to make man so he could talk with God and come to know what a wise and loving
God He is. Then man should choose to obey such a wonderful God who made him.

Summary:
Man was given a mind to hear and understand God’s communication with him, to think through
what God had told him, to learn the true character of God, and to communicate with God in
return.







Man was given emotions to respond to God out of love and devotion.
Man was given a will so he could choose to carry out God’s plans, not as a “robot,” but
as one who has listened to God, loved God, and has chosen to obey God.
God planned for man to be made in God’s image so he could do God’s work on earth.
God was giving man a unique role in His creation.
Man was to be God’s representative on the earth.
Man was to look after God’s things here on the earth and to be the leader over the
animals, the birds, and the fish.
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God gave man a mind and emotions and a will so that man could do God’s work in just
the way God wanted it to be done, which would bring joy to both God and man.

E. The creation of Adam
Theme: God is all-powerful.
Theme: God is supreme and sovereign.
Show CHRONOLOGICAL CHART: DISPLAY THE NAMES “ADAM AND EVE.”
READ Genesis 1:27 (ESV)
27

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and
female he created them.
Genesis 2:7 (ESV)
7
then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature.
God created the first man and woman.
 God created the man first, and then, after the man was living,
God made a wife for the man on the same day.
Since the Bible tells us in the following chapter about God’s creation of woman, we will wait for
a later lesson to read about that.
Today, we will just study what the Bible says about how God made the first man.
 God named the man “Adam,” which means “man.”
 But after God had made every part of man’s body, the man still didn’t have life.
 Every part of his body was there, but he was like a dead man.
His body was not breathing because the part which was to be in God’s image was not yet living in
his body.
John 14:21; Psalm 97:11, 12
It was only after God breathed into man’s body that he became a living person who could know,
love, and obey God.
 God alone could put life into Adam.
Neither the sun, moon, earth, birds, animals, fish, God’s angels, any man, Satan, nor his spirit
followers can give life.
All things received their life from God and are unable to give life to anything or anyone else.
God is distinct from all created things and greater than all the things He created.

Compare:
We all depend upon electrical power. A light bulb that is not screwed into the socket doesn’t give
any light. Until the switch is turned on, our homes don’t receive any power. Not only our homes,
but commerce and industry are very dependent upon that flow of electrical power. When it is
interrupted, many things we are accustomed to using simply won’t work. Without power to run
them, very complex, useful machines are absolutely useless.
Just as the power company is our source of electricity, so also God is our source of life. All things
received their life from God and are utterly dependent upon Him.
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When God breathed into the first man’s nostrils, the man was immediately alive.
He was breathing, and he was a strong, healthy man.
There wasn’t any sickness or death in the world.

F. Adam was the first and only man God created from the ground.
READ Genesis 2:7 (GW)
7

Then the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the earth and blew the breath of
life into his nostrils. The man became a living being.
Adam was the first and only man God created from the ground. God only made one man from the
ground and one woman from him, and God told them to have children so all the world would
eventually be filled with people.
Adam is the ancestor of all people.
 He is the ancestor of all people, regardless of race, culture, or country.
 Adam is your ancestor.
 Adam is also my ancestor.
 He is the ancestor of all people.
 We all came from this first man.
 He is the beginning and the father of the entire human race.

G. Man placed as manager over the earth
Theme: God is supreme and sovereign.
 Theme: God communicates with man.
READ Genesis 1:28-30 (GW)
28

God blessed them and said, “Be fertile, increase in number, fill the earth, and be its
master. Rule the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, and all the animals that crawl on the
earth.”
29
God said, “I have given you every plant with seeds on the face of the earth and every
tree that has fruit with seeds. This will be your food.
30
I have given all green plants as food to every land animal, every bird in the sky, and
every animal that crawls on the earth—every living, breathing animal.” And so it was.
God put man in charge of the earth and everything in it.
God desired to help man learn to take care of all the responsibilities God had given him.

Compare:
Consider a wealthy man who owns many properties and businesses. He loves his son and is very
pleased with him. The day comes when he decides to give to his son the management of all of the
father’s assets.

Firm Foundation Series – Lesson 6: God Created Man

Page 7

The father knows that his son will need guidance in this huge responsibility, and he is delighted
and willing to help his son to learn all that is necessary. He is glad to entrust the work to his son;
he is also glad to sit down and talk with him about each decision and to tell him all that he would
like to see done in the work he has given his son to oversee.
God, too, was very pleased with the first man He made. God spoke to Adam, the first man, and
God told him what he was to do as God’s representative on earth.
God had the right to decide to whom He would give the earth.
 He didn’t give the earth to His angels.
 He didn’t give it to Satan and his demons.
Why was God the only one who had the authority to give man control over the earth and
everything in it?

God created everything.
Read Psalm 24:1 (GW)
1

The earth and everything it contains are the LORD'S. The world and all who live in it
are his.
Therefore, God could give it to whom He pleased.
Read 1 Chronicles 29:11 (ESV)
11

Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the
majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O
LORD, and you are exalted as head above all.
Compare:
The wealthy man chose to make his son manager. It was the father’s right to make that choice,
and he did not give that responsibility to anyone else but to his son. No one else would have the
right to oversee that man’s assets except the son.
God is the Creator of all things, so this world and everything in it belongs to God. He had the
right to decide to whom He would give the earth, and He gave it to man. God is supreme and
sovereign.
What a special place God gave to man! By giving man that responsibility, God gave man a great
honor and privilege.
Read Psalm 8:3-9 (ESV)
3

When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which
you have set in place,
4
what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you care for him?
5
Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with
glory and honor.
6
You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all things
under his feet,
7
all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field,
8
the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the
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seas.
9
O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
H. Everything God made was good.
Theme: God is Holy


READ Genesis 1:31 (ESV)
31

And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And
there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.


Because God is perfect and good, everything He created was absolutely right and beautiful.




In the beginning, nothing in the animal world would hurt or harm man.
Neither man nor animal had to kill in order to eat.
Thorns, thistles, and weeds didn’t grow as they do now.

I. Conclusion
God is sovereign.








He is the great and only Creator of all things; therefore, He is the owner of all things.
He made the first man from the dust of the earth.
He created man in His own image, giving man:
A mind so he could know God
Emotions so he could love God
A will so he could choose to obey God
Adam, the first man, is the ancestor of all men everywhere.

As Creator and owner of man, God gave man the responsibility of being manager over the earth.
In our next lesson we will study more about God and His sovereign, loving dealings with Adam.

QUESTIONS:
1. For whom did God prepare the earth? For man.
2. What great difference was there between the creation of man and that of the animals? God
created man in His image.
3. What does it mean that God made man in His image? God is Spirit, so it was not man’s body
that was created in God’s image. God made Adam and Eve so they could know, love, and obey
God.
4. How many men and women did God make in the beginning? God created only one man and
one woman.
5. Who is your very first forefather and my first forefather? Adam.
6. After the creation of Adam, the first man, over what did God give him control? The earth and
everything in it.
7. Why don’t Satan and his demons have the right to control the earth and the things on the earth?
Because God never gave them the right to control anything on the earth. God gave the earth to
man.
8. What was everything in the world like in the beginning? Very good. Everything was perfect.
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Next time, LESSON 7: God Placed Adam in Eden
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