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Lesson 33: The Division of Israel 

If you are a fan of the George R. R. Martin “Game of Thrones” series of books, or the HBO series which 

follows the books, then you have become acquainted with some pretty evil characters. Here is my list of 

the top 4 most evil characters in “Game of Thrones,” and I must warn you, there are spoilers ahead, so if 

you haven’t seen Game of Thrones but you’re planning to watch it or read the books, then you might 

want to skip ahead in this lesson. Ok, ready? Here goes: 

1. King Joffrey Baratheon. I think King Joffrey might be number one on everyone’s list. He’s one of 
the most hated characters on television--Young King Joffrey was our go-to guy for on-screen cruelty. He 
was a petty, vicious little sadist, and therein lies his saving grace: he thinks small. 
  
Going out of the castle and conquering and exterminating entire peoples was out of his comfort zone. 
He'd be perfectly happy staying home, eating cake and torturing people to death. 
  
Think about all the nasty little things he wanted to do to Sansa, such as presenting Rob Stark's head to 
her in a box at their wedding.  
  
He liked to torment the people around him, and was basically a sociopathetic twerp. 
  
2. Ramsay Snow 
Ramsay Snow gives Joffrey a run for his money in terms of sheer depravity. Ramsay is more hands on 
than Joffrey, and takes greater risks. He's willing to get his hands dirty, get down in the muck and blood 
and hack heads off. He enjoys hunting human beings. He spent an entire season torturing Theon and I 
won’t go into all the evil and sadistic things he does to the fallen aristocrat, Theo.   
  
But like Joffrey, Ramsay is limited by his own petty, sadistic pursuits. He'll get his hands dirty if he has to, 
but he'd much prefer to spend his time inflicting emotional and physical pain on people under his 
immediate control.  

 
3. Tywin Lannister 
This guy is a nasty piece of work, Tywin was smart enough to reign in his viler impulses, subordinating 
them to a sense of duty and obligation to family. He hated and detested Tyrion, for example, but 
refrained from killing him because he believed family ties took precedent. This restraint makes him one 
of G.R.R. Martin's most interesting creations. 
  
A Machiavellian long term thinker, Tywin was tremendously effective and made alliances with his 
enemies whenever it suited his purposes, then broke them when they didn't. He advanced the interests 
of the Lannisters Clan with tireless, ruthless, methodical efficiency and got Joffrey, his grandson, seated 
on the Iron Throne. 
  
4. Cersei Lannister 

It’s easy to hate just about anyone in the Lannister clan, but Cersei stands above the rest. Jaime found 
his redemption in losing a hand, and Tywin worked for the good of his legacy and his house before dying 
at the hands of his son. Cersei, on the other hand, works only to impress people, whether it’s her father 
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or the citizens of King’s Landing. Behind her, she’s left a wake of destruction, making her the least 
favorite member of a family everyone already hated. 
  
She’s nasty, petty, and mean, and believes herself immune to repercussions due to her position of status 
and power. Her thwarted ego makes her feel simultaneously both persecuted and privileged.  

 
And in today’s lesson, we will be introduced to one of the most evil couples in the Bible: Ahab and 

Jezebel and I’ll give you a vivid description of what life was like under the worship of Baal, from James 

Michener’s novel, The Source, and we’re going to hopefully learn a powerful lesson, that we become like 

the gods we worship. 

In our last Lesson 32, we looked at the Golden Age of Solomon and his reign as King for 40 yrs. Solomon 

had it all. He asked for wisdom, and God gave him wisdom along with wealth and a long life. He was a 

very wise man. He was a good King and Israel prospered under him.  

But even though he started out well, during the middle of his reign, he began to compromise his faith 

and convictions. In a sense, he took his eyes off of the Lord and began to do his own thing. His many 

political marriages which he formed to cement alliances with other nations brought great influence 

upon him from his pagan wives—and I’m talking about a negative, disastrous influence. They turned his 

heart from following the Lord, and they influenced him to turn to idolatry. That is what compromise 

does, every time. You can’t compromise with the Devil because he always wins in the end. He will alays 

come out on top. Solomon’s compromises which led to idolatry and sinful actions resulted in a failure 

that sowed the seeds of division in Israel. And isn’t that what compromise and idolatry do in a family—

they sow the seeds of division as well. Well, after his 40 yr reign, Solomon dies, leaving his throne to his 

son, Rehoboam. 

Today, we’ll learn what led to the dividing up of Israel. But first, let’s review Lesson 32, the Golden Age 

of Solomon. 

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW: 

1, God appears to Solomon in a dream one night and what does he ask Solomon? Ask whatever you 

want from me.  

2, What does Solomon ask from God? Wisdom. 

3. What does God promise Solomon if he obeys God’s laws and commands as his father David did? A 

long life. 

4. Two prostitutes come to Solomon with a baby, both claiming to be the baby’s mother. How does 

Solomon answer this dilemma and discover who the real mother is? He orders the baby cut in half and 

each woman given a half. The real mother speaks up and says, “No give her the baby. Only don’t do any 

harm to the child.” 

5.  What was the crowning achievement of all of Solomon’s building projects? The Temple for the Lord.  
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6. . In the court of the Temple stood a large altar for sacrifices, which the priests offered for Israel’s sins 

and to express thanks to God.  What sacrifice do we offer to God today? The sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. 

7. in the outer courtyard stood the large water basin used for ritual cleansing and purification. How are 

we cleansed today? By the blood of the Lamb of God, our Deliverer, and through confession of our sins.  

8. Towards the end of his life, what were some of the serious mistakes that Solomon made? 

a. Greatly increased taxes on all the tribes except for Judah, which caused jealousy since Judah received 

the greatest benefits of all the taxation. 

b. Conscripted forced labor (slaves) from all the provinces, which reminded the Israelites of being slaves 

back in Egypt. 

c. Created 12 administrative districts which were based on geography rather than tribal borders. This 

created anger and resentment. 

d. Solomon sells 20 towns of the northern alliance to the Phoenician king, Hyram. 

As I mentioned in our last lesson, some of the material for today’s lesson comes The Bible for Dummies 
by Jeffrey Geoghegan, professor of Biblical Theology at Boston College, and Dr. Michael Homan, 
Professor of Biblical studies at Xavier University of Louisiana, and published by Wiley Publishing, Inc. 
 
Their book, “The Bible for Dummies” is an excellent resource to give you a better understanding of the  
Bible. They explain everything in plain English along with some great illustrations and of course, their  
dose of humor and wit. So if you want to get a better overall understanding of the Bible as you are going  
through this Firm Foundation series, go to Amazon or Barnes and Noble and order this outstanding 
 resource: The Bible for Dummies. 
 

A. The Division of Israel was Prophesied 

Theme: God is supreme and sovereign 
Theme: God communicates with man. 
 
God had spoken to Rehoboam's father, Solomon, and told him of consequences that would result if he 
became an unfaithful king. The Lord said, "As for you, if you walk before Me as your father David 
walked, even to do according to all that I have commanded you, and will keep My statutes and My 
ordinances, then I will establish your royal throne as I covenanted with your father David, saying, "You 
shall not lack a man to be ruler in Israel.' But if you turn away and forsake My statutes and My 
commandments which I have set before you, and go and serve other gods and worship them, then I will 
uproot you from My land which I have given you, and this house which I have consecrated for My name I 
will cast out of My sight and I will make it a proverb and a byword among all peoples.” (2 Chronicles 
7:17-20). 
 
Also, the prophet Ahijah had prophesied to Jeroboam “He said to Jeroboam, 'Take for yourself ten 
pieces; for thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, "Behold, I will tear the kingdom out of the hand of 
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Solomon and give you ten tribes (but he will have one tribe, for the sake of My servant David and for the 
sake of Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen from all the tribes of Israel), because they have forsaken 
Me, and have worshiped Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, Chemosh the god of Moab, and 
Milcom the god of the sons of Ammon; and they have not walked in My ways, doing what is right in My 
sight and observing My statutes and My ordinances, as his father David did. Nevertheless I will not take 
the whole kingdom out of his hand, but I will make him ruler all the days of his life, for the sake of My 
servant David whom I chose, who observed My commandments and My statutes; but I will take the 
kingdom from his son's hand and give it to you, even ten tribes. (1 Kings 11:31-35). 
 
B. Rehoboam Divides a Nation 

Rehoboam, Solomon’s son,  travels north to reaffirm his position as its new king. However, the northern 

tribes want to know if he will continue Solomon’s policy of overtaxing and overworking them. In other 

words, he’s campaigning to be win their approval and they want to know what he’s going to do for 

them, or rather “to them.” Rehoboam meets with his advisors, and let’s read what happens next.  

1 Kings 12:1-19 (GW)  
1   Rehoboam went to Shechem because all Israel had gone to Shechem to make him king.  
2  Jeroboam (Nebat's son) was still in Egypt, where he had fled from King Solomon. When he heard 
{about Rehoboam}, he returned from Egypt.  
3  {Israel} sent for Jeroboam and invited him back. Jeroboam and the entire assembly of Israel went to 
speak to Rehoboam. They said,  
4  “Your father made us carry a heavy burden. Reduce the hard work and lighten the heavy burden he 
put on us, and we will serve you.”  
5  He said to them, “Leave and come back the day after tomorrow.” So the people left.  
6  King Rehoboam sought advice from the older leaders who had served his father Solomon while he was 
still alive. He asked, “What do you advise? How should I respond to these people?”  
7  They told him, “If you will serve these people today, humble yourself, and speak gently, then they will 
always be your servants.”  
8  But he ignored the advice the older leaders gave him. He sought advice from the young men who had 
grown up with him and were serving him.  
9  He asked them, “What is your advice? How should we respond to these people who are asking me to 
lighten the burden my father put on them?”  
10  The young men who had grown up with him answered, “This is what you should tell them: ‘My little 
finger is heavier than my father's whole body.  
11  If my father put a heavy burden on you, I will add to it. If my father punished you with whips, I will 
punish you with scorpions.'”  
12  So Jeroboam and all the people came back to Rehoboam two days later, as the king had instructed 
them.  
13  The king answered the people harshly. He ignored the advice the older leaders gave him.  
14  He spoke to them as the young men advised. He said, “If my father made your burden heavy, I will 
add to it. If my father punished you with whips, I will punish you with scorpions.”  
15  The king refused to listen to the people because the LORD was directing these events to carry out the 
promise he had made to Jeroboam (Nebat's son) through Ahijah from Shiloh.  
16  When all Israel saw that the king refused to listen to them, the people answered the king, “What 
share do we have in David's kingdom? We won't receive an inheritance from Jesse's son. To your own 
tents, Israel! Now look after your own house, David!” So Israel went home to their own tents.  
17  But Rehoboam ruled the Israelites who lived in the cities of Judah.  
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18  Then King Rehoboam sent Adoram to Israel. He was in charge of forced labor, but they stoned him to 
death. So King Rehoboam got on his chariot as fast as he could and fled to Jerusalem.  
19  Israel has rebelled against David's dynasty to this day.  
 
Now if you’re watching me today, and you’re a young person, say under 25 yrs of age, there’s a reason 

why we are told to respect our elders and to listen to them. Some of our elders actually have wisdom. 

They know what they’re talking about. That’s one of the tragedies in the Church today—we segment 

people so much and isolate various age groups so that our young people never year from their elders—

they never have a chance to hear or learn from those who are older and wise. So, Rehoboam meets with 

his advisors, and while his elders wisely tell him to promise the north anything it wants  in order to 

secure his power, the young advisors instruct him to show these rebels who’s the boss. Rehoboam 

foolishly listens to the younger crowd—he foolishly takes the advice of his young friends and tells the 

northern tribes: “My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add to your yoke; my father beat you with 

whips, but I will beat you with scorpions!” In response, the northern tribes secede from the union, which 

ushers in the period of the Divided Monarchy (928 BC – 721 BC) 

Why did Rehoboam listen to the unwise counsel of his friends to increase the tax burdens of the people 

instead of the wise counsel of his father's counselors and decrease the tax burden Was it pride? Was it 

greed? Was it a lack of respect of his father, perhaps due to his father's own spiritual failures? Whatever 

it was, the end result was the same. National disaster and civil war.  

Israel, as the northern kingdom is now called, consists of the northern ten tribes (see this slide). 

Numerous dynastic transitions over the next 200 yrs result in a variety of capital cities, but most 

predominant is Samaria, which becomes an alternate name for this kingdom. 

Judah, as the southern kingdom is called, remains comparatively stable. The capital of Judah remains in 

Jerusalem, and the dynasty established by David is one of the longest in history, lasting for over 400 yrs. 

During the Period of the Divided Monarchy, there are nearly 40 kings who rule Israel and Judah, and 

keeping them straight is no easy task.  

C. Jeroboam and the Golden Calves 

Theme: God is supreme and sovereign 
Theme: God is all-powerful 

 
Israel’s first king, Jeroboam, immediately begins building his kingdom. First, he constructs a palace. 

Then, motivated by a fear of losing his subjects when they travel to Jerusalem for the major religious 

festivals, he builds two cult centers within his borders. One is at the northern extremity of Israel at the 

site of Dan: the other is in the south at Bethel, right on the border between Judah and Israel  (see map 

showing the divided nation).  

At both sites, he sets up a golden calf (actually a young bull: a common symbol of virility in the ancient 

Near East). Then, just as Israel’s ancestors had done after Aaron built a golden calf, Jeroboam declares, 

“These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” That’s like a slap in the 
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face to God. Golden calves did not bring Israel out of slavery in Egypt! It was the hand of Almighty God. 

Why would Jeroboam say such a wicked thing? Well, he loved power and it’s the love of money, power 

and sex that causes men and women to do wicked things. But more than that, there is a sinfulness in 

their hearts which is in all our hearts and given the right opportunities, will do just about anything to 

protect its turf and to ensure its survival.  

God considered these idols to be the sin of idolatry. The young bull was considered to be a symbol of the 

Canaanite storm god Baal. All subsequent kings of Israel are condemned for their preservation and 

support of these alternate sites of worship. 

D. Israel’s Kingdom from Jeroboam to Ahab 

The politics of ancient Israel are messy and rarely does a dynasty last beyond a couple of generations. 

Now hang in here with me as I recount the kings leading up to the appearance of God’s prophets Elijah 

and Elisha. 

 Jeroboam 1 rules from 928 to 907 B.C. and passes the crown down to his son, Nadab in 907. 

 Nadab is assassinated in 906 B.C. after a reign of only two years. 

 Nadab’sassassin and usurper, Baasha, kills all of Jeroboam’s male descendants to better ensure 

his reign from 906 to 883 BC. 

 Baasha’s son and successor Elah rules for two short years before he is assassinated along with 

his male descendants. Elah is killed by his servant Zimri, the commander of the Israelite chariots, 

who seizes power by killing Elah while the monarch is drunk. 

 Zimri’s coup lasts a mere seven days, however, as the military backs another commander, Omri, 

and burns the usurper Zimri in his house. 

 Omri’s dynasty is one of the longest, lasting 49 yrs, and includes Omri (dating from 882 to 871 

B.C.), Ahab (ruling from 873 to 852 BC) , Ahaziah (ruling from 852 to 851 BC), and Jehoram 

(ruling from 851 to 842 B.C.) 

The time of Omri’s dynastry is marked by frequent wars and coalitions to stop expanding neighbors. This 

threat seems to produce the political marriage between Ahab, as crown prince, and the Phoenician 

princess Jezebel, whose idolatrous exploits bring them into conflict with God’s prophet, Elijah.  

 
E. King Ahab Introduces Baal worship to Israel 

Theme: Man must have faith in order to please God and be saved. 
Theme: God is supreme and sovereign 
 

1 Kings 16:29-34 (GW)  
29  Ahab, son of Omri, began to rule Israel in Asa's thirty-eighth year as king of Judah. He ruled for 22 
years in Samaria.  
30  Ahab, son of Omri, did what the LORD considered evil. He was worse than all {the kings} who were 
before him.  
31  It wasn't enough that he committed the same sins as Jeroboam (Nebat's son). He also married 
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Jezebel, daughter of King Ethbaal of Sidon. Ahab then served and worshiped Baal.  
32  He built the temple of Baal in Samaria and set up an altar there.  
33  Ahab made poles dedicated to the goddess Asherah. He did more to make the LORD God of Israel 
furious than all the kings of Israel who came before him.  
34  In Ahab's time Hiel from Bethel rebuilt Jericho. Laying the foundation cost him his firstborn son, 
Abiram. Setting up the city doors cost him his youngest son, Segub. The LORD had spoken this through 
Joshua, son of Nun.  
 
The tenth king of Israel, Ahab, and his wife, Jezebel, are among the most evil and vilified characters in 

the Bible. There’s a good reason for this: They both commit incredible crimes against their subjects for 

personal gain. They also endorse the worship of the Canaanite god, Baal, and Baal’s divine girlfriend, 

Asherah. 

F. A vivid illustration of what life was like under the false god of Baal 

We get a vivid description of what it was life was like under Baal worship in James 

Michener’s historical novel, The Source. In this book, James A. Michener gives an account of 

the history of the Jewish people and the land of Israel from pre-monotheistic days to the birth of the 

modern State of Israel.  

The Source uses, for its central device, a fictional tell in northern Israel called "Makor"  

(Hebrew: "ecruos"  ). Archaeologists digging at the tell at Makor uncover artifacts from each layer, which 

then serve as the basis for a chapter exploring the lives of the people involved with that artifact.  

The Source follows the story of the Family of Ur from a Stone Age family whose wife begins to believe 

that there is a supernatural force.  

Here’s an excerpt which will give you some greater insight into what life was like living under a false god 

like Baal: 

By and large the baals had been generous to Makor, for even though the town had been twice 

destroyed, it had been revived and under Astarte its fields prospered, but few were the families who 

could say, “We have lived in Makor for many generations.” Most were newcomers, but in one rambling 

mud-brick house to the west of the main gate, its back tucked snugly against the wall, lived a man 

whose ancestors through one trick or another had managed to survive both war and occupation. 

The present leader of this resourceful clan was the farmer Urbaal, thirty-six years old, lineal descendant 

of that great Ur whose family had started farming at Makor and who had erected in the high place the 

monolith which was to become the god El. Urbaal was a husky man, stout and strong as becomes a 

farmer, with big teeth that flashed when he smiled. Unlike others of his age, he was not bald nor was he 

inclined to fatness. In war he had proved himself a good soldier and in peace a productive farmer. He 

was gentle with his wives, boisterous with his children and kind to his slaves; and if he had wanted to be 

king or high priest, he could have been either, but his love was farming and women and the growth of 

things. But now he had a consuming worry, and as he hurried from his house to the high place where 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Land_of_Israel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monotheism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_of_Israel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archaeology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stone_Age
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the monoliths stood facing the temple, his forehead was wrinkled and he thought: My well-being for the 

whole year depends on what I do right now. 

He was interrupted by the arrival of his second wife, Timna, who normally would not enter his god-

room, but who now appeared in some distress. She was the stately kind of wife that men for the past 

eight thousand years have represented in their statues— “What is it?” he asked gently. 

She told her husband, “The priest of Melak was here.” 

This was what Urbaal had expected. It was bound to come and he wished he knew something that 

would console his gentle wife, but he had learned that in these matters nothing could be done. “We’ll 

have other children,” he promised. She started to weep and a clever lie sprang to his mind. “Timna,” he 

whispered seductively, “look at what I’ve just bought you. A new Astarte.” She looked at the smiling 

goddess, so bursting with fertility, and covered her face. 

 “Could we run away?” she pleaded. 

 “Timna!” The idea was blasphemous, for Urbaal was definitely a part of the land … this land … 

these olive trees by the well. 

 “I will not surrender my son,” she persisted. 

 “We all do,” he reasoned gently, and he pulled her to his couch, from which she could see the 

reassuring Astartes who promised her fertility for years to come. Placing his arm about her he tried to 

add his personal reassurance, telling her of how Matred had found courage to face the same problem. 

“At first she nearly perished with grief,” he confided, and Timna wondered how that austere woman had 

found a way to show grief. “But later she had four other children, and one night she confessed to me, 

‘We did the right thing.’ You’ll have others playing about your knees, and you’ll feel the same way.” 

 She listened attentively, but in the end whimpered, “I cannot.” 

 He was tempted to show his irritation, but she was so gentle that he did not. Instead he 

reasoned, “It is to Melak that we look for protection. Great El is necessary, and we cherish him, but in 

war only Melak is our protector.” 

 “Why must he be so cruel?” Timna pleaded. 

 “He does much for us,” Urbaal explained, “and all he asks in return … our first-born sons.” To the 

farmer this was persuasive logic, and he started to leave for his olive fields, but Timna held his hands, 

pleading, until he felt that he must shock her into reality. “As long as Makor has existed,” he said 

harshly, “we have delivered to Melak our first-born sons. Matred did so. The slave girls did so. And you 

shall, too.” He left the room, but as he passed the courtyard he saw his latest son, six months old, 

gurgling in the shadows of the courtyard, and he experienced a paralyzing regret which he had been 

afraid to share with Timna, but she had followed him from the room and from the doorway saw his 
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involuntary gesture of grief. She thought: Three times he has surrendered his first-born sons—Matred’s 

and the slave girls’. His pain is greater than mine but he dares not show it. 

When Urbaal reached home he received the ugly news that Timna had feared. The priests of Melak had 

returned to deliver their decision: “The stars indicate that we shall be attacked from the north. By a host 

larger than before. It is therefore essential to take steps and we shall have a burning of first sons 

tomorrow.” With a red dye obtained from the seashore they stained the wrists of Urbaal’s son and then 

directed the farmer to halt the screaming of his wife. Proving by their implacable detachment that there 

could be no appeal from their decision, they stalked from the house and proceeded to seven others, 

where they similarly stained the wrists of children from the leading families of Makor. 

Between the palace and the four menhirs dedicated to the gentler gods had been erected a platform of 

movable stones, under which a huge fire already raged. On the platform stood a stone god of unusual 

construction: it had two extended arms raised so that from the stone fingertips to the body they formed 

a wide inclined plane; but above the spot where they joined the torso there was a huge gaping mouth, 

so that whatever was placed upon the arms was free to roll swiftly downward and plunge into the fire. 

This was the god Melak, the new protector of Makor. 

 Slaves heaped fresh fagots under the statue, and when the flames leaped from the god’s mouth 

two priests grabbed one of the eight boys—a roly-poly infant of nine months—and raised him high in 

the air. Muttering incantations they approached the outstretched arms, dashed the child upon them and 

gave him a dreadful shove downward, so that he scraped along the stony arms and plunged into the fire. 

As the god accepted him with a belch of fire there was a faint cry, then an anguished scream as the 

child’s mother protested. Urbaal looked quickly to see that the cry had come from one of the wives of 

Amalek, and with bitter satisfaction he smiled. The priests had noticed this breach of religious solemnity, 

and Urbaal thought: They will remember that Amalek couldn’t control his wife. This year they will 

choose me. 

 Seeking to prevent a similar disgrace in his family, which would bring him into disfavor with the 

priests and lose him whatever advantage he had gained from Amalek’s misfortune, he gripped Timna’s 

arm and whispered, “Silence.” But four other boys were consigned to the flames before Timna’s son was 

raised whimpering into the air and crushed down upon the voracious arms. With tumbling turns, as if he 

were a little ball, the infant dropped into the flames. Rancid smoke hissed from the red mouth and a cry 

started from Timna’s throat, but with his free hand Urbaal caught her by the neck and preserved the 

dignity of sacrifice. He saw that the priests had noticed his action and had smiled approval. More than 

ever he felt the omens were good that he would be declared the year’s winner. 

The last child was a boy of nearly three—his parents had prayed that the years had passed when he 

might be taken—and he was old enough to understand what was happening, so with frightened eyes he 

drew back from the priests, and when they lifted him to the god he screamed, trying to hold on to the 

stone fingers and save himself, but the priests pulled away his small, clutching hands, and with a violent 

push sent him tumbling into the flaming mouth. 



Lesson 33: The Division of Israel Page 10 
 

The priest now spoke directly to the parents whose sons had died to protect the town: “It does not 

matter at what age a male dies to defend his community. The infant of months”—and here he looked at 

Urbaal and his wife—“is as notable a hero as the general of forty. Men are born to die gloriously and 

those who do so as children achieve greatness earlier than we who grow older. For them we do not 

grieve. They have fulfilled the destiny of males and their mothers shall feel pride.” It was an inspiring 

theory, and to some it brought inspiration, but not to stubborn Timna, who knew instinctively that an 

evil thing had been done: her son of six months had had before him the great years, and to cut him off 

for the good of the town was reprehensible. “But in the hour of death, even the death of a hero,” said 

the priest, “it is obligatory to remember life. To those whose children died to save this town Astarte, 

goddess of fertility and life, offers new life, new children, new fields and new animals grazing upon those 

fields. Now, in the hour of death, life is born again!” 

Timna, still grieving for her son, watched the performance dispassionately and muttered, “What folly! 

The fertility is in the soil. It is in me.” And while others celebrated she walked slowly homeward, seeing 

life in a new and painful clarity: with different gods her husband Urbaal would have been a different 

man… 

The author has captured the essence of religion vs. serving the Living God. Timna, whose son has been 

sacrificed to the fires of a false god made by man’ hands, sees her husband walking off to spend the 

night with the temple prostitute, and she says with a new painful clarity—“With different gods, her 

husband would have been a different man.” Here’s what is being said here in The Source: We become 

like the gods we worship. If your god is the god of mammon, money or sex or power, you become like 

the god you worship. If your god is a false god like the god of Scientology, you become like the god you 

worship—you become calculating and even more selfish, looking for vengeance and punishment--only 

doing things that will benefit you and satisfy you.  

But if your god is the God of the Bible, you will live your life to see Him glorified, and He will change your 

heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh where you can love and forgive others. You become like the 

god you worship, even if it’s a god of your own making.  

Finally, let me ask you to consider this. Is the evil worship of the god of Baal where several times a year, 

babies or toddlers were chosen and rolled down the arms of the god of Baal into the flames of fire any 

different than the act of abortion where babies that are viable and can live outside the womb are being 

aborted daily and then their body parts being sold for profit? Are we any different than the Canaanites 

worshiping their god of Baal? Have we become like the false god that we worship? We live in a nation 

where approximately 46% of those surveyed see nothing wrong with aborting viable babies and selling 

their body parts for profit. Is it possible that we as a people are going to incur the wrath of Almighty God 

for turning our backs on Him as well as His Word? 

G.  Conclusion 

Ahab is said to have been worse than all who preceded him. Jeroboam had set up the golden calves and 

Bethel and Dan for political reasons, but Ahab went further, setting Ba’al up on a par with Yahweh, the 

Lord God Almighty. We read  
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1 Kings 16:31-33 (GW)  
31  It wasn't enough that he committed the same sins as Jeroboam (Nebat's son). He also married 

Jezebel, daughter of King Ethbaal of Sidon. Ahab then served and worshiped Baal.  
32  He built the temple of Baal in Samaria and set up an altar there.  
33  Ahab made poles dedicated to the goddess Asherah. He did more to make the LORD God of Israel 

furious than all the kings of Israel who came before him. 

“It was common practice that a foreign princess who married a ruler of a neighboring state should have 

facilities for practicing her native religion in her new home” (Bruce, 1983: 43-44) - as Solomon did for his 

wives on the west slope of a hill East of Jerusalem (1 Kings 11:7).  

In the case of Ahab this meant allowing the worship of Ba’al-the chief god of Tyre, whose devotee 

Jezebel was, and building a temple of Ba’al for her in Samaria. Ahab may have been happy to continue 

to worship Yahweh, as he named his children Jehoram (‘Yahweh is high’), Ahaziah (‘Yahweh has taken 

hold’), and Athaliah (‘Yahweh is exalted’), but Jezebel was clearly not. It was she who organized the 

massacre of Yahweh’s prophets and gave the prophets of Ba’al and Asherah all the privileges of 

pensioners and courtiers (1 Kings 18:4, 19). He said that he hated prophets of Yahweh. 

Jezebel’s patronage of the cults of Ba’al and Asherah led Ahab into direct confrontation with one of the 

greatest of the prophets, Elijah.  

In our next lesson, we’ll look at Elijah and Elisha’s Excellent Adventures. These are two extraordinary 

prophets whose journeys and battles epitomize a complete devotion to God. You won’t want to miss 

this next lesson because it reveals the power of God over false religion.  

I’ll leave it there for today…and we’ll pick up in our 

 Next Lesson 34: Elijah and Elisha’s Excellent Adventures 

 
Questions for Review: 

1. Was the division of Israel into two nations prophesied in advance? Yes. The prophet Ahijah 

prophesied to Jeroboam telling him that God would tear the kingdom out of the hand of 

Solomon.  

2. After reaffirming his position as the new king, Rehoboam met with his advisors. Which advisors 

did he listen to? His elders or other young men like himself? His friends who were young men  

like himself. 

3. The elders had counseled Rehoboam to lower the tax burden on the northern tribes. What did 

Rehoboam do? He increased the tax burden substantially, and this was the tipping point that 

caused the ten tribes to break away and become their own northern kingdom. 

4. What two tribes comprised the Southern kingdom? Judah and Benjamin.  

5. What sin did Israel’s first king, Jeroboam, commit? Idolatry. 

https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Bible/Kings11.html
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Bible/Kings18.html
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/biography/Elijah.html
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6. How did he commit idolatry? He sets up a golden calf and then proclaims: “These are your gods, 

O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!”  

7. What husband and wife team are among the most evil and vilified characters in the Bible? King 

Ahab and Jezebel. 

8. Jezebel along with her husband, King Ahab, endorsed the worship of which false god? The god 

of Baal.  

9. In the novel, The Source, what act was done to ensure a good harvest and to save the town from 

its enemies? The sacrifice of first-born sons to the god of Baal.  

10. Timna, grieving for her son who was sacrificed to Baal, and has this thought. What was she 

thinking as she watched her husband walk off to spend the night with a temple prostitute? With 

different gods her husband would have been a different man. 

11. We become like the _____ we _________. Fill in the missing two words. gods, worship.  

 

Also, I just one to make sure you understand this one important point. We all were born with 

the sin DNA. The Bible says we were born in sin, with a sinful nature.  As I have tried to show 

from our first lessons in this series—Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden and their sin has been 

passed down to everyone in the human race. If you go to Ancestry.com and trace your 

ancestors, you won’t find Adam and Eve listed because there’s a missing gap there in your 

lineage and my lineage, but your very first ancestors were Adam and Eve and they passed the 

gene of sin on to you and me, and we’ve passed it on to our children and our grandchildren, and 

they will do likewise.  

 

It’s so easy for us to look at evil characters like Joffrey or Ramsey on Game of Thrones, or to 

read about Ahab and Jezebel in the Bible and think, well, I’m glad I’m not like them. But you 

see—that evil resides in the heart of every one of us—in your heart and mine and if we were 

given the right circumstances, the right environment—growing up in a certain family, we might 

find ourselves performing the same wicked acts of evil as the most evil, vile character you could 

ever imagine. We are a sinful, broken people, and we have a penchant for selfishness and to do 

wicked things.  

 

You may consider yourself a good, moral person, and you’ve been brought up by a loving family 

and you have had many advantages, and in a real sense, you are blessed and have much to be 

thankful for—but if you were placed in a whole different set of circumstances, you might soon 

discover that there is a hidden selfishness and wickedness that resides deep down in your heart, 

in your very soul.  

Romans 5:12 (GW)  
12 

 Sin came into the world through one person, and death came through sin. So death 

spread to everyone, because everyone sinned.  

 

This is why we need a Savior, a Deliverer to rescue us from our sin because no matter 

how hard we try to get it right, to make ourselves right, it will not happen. The best that 

we can do to improve ourselves can be likened to putting perfume on a pig. Folks, we are 
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not in need of self-improvement, we need to be rescued, delivered from our sins. We 

need to have our sins dealt with once and for all. We need to be set free from our sinful 

nature, and that’s where we’re headed in this series. So stay with it…because we’re 

headed for some good news. Actually, the best news you’ve ever heard. There is an anti-

dote to our sin problem.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


